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“I would gladly take a bullet for him”
Provo City Says a Fond Farewell to Chief Rich Ferguson
As a young recruit, Rich put on a Provo Police uniform
for the first time. Thirty years later, as Chief Ferguson,
he removes his beloved uniform for the last time.

bluntness. He doesn’t sugarcoat his advice and that’s
how I like it. His courageous expertise and protective
leadership expertise led to a safer Provo today.

When I think of Chief Ferguson, I can’t help but get
emotional. We came into our respective roles as
mayor and police chief in Provo at the same time. Both
naturally cautious, we spent hours gaining each other’s
trust and more importantly, sharing our commitment
for a safe and sound Provo.

Not only does Chief Ferguson retire leaving Provo as
the #1 Safest Big City, but he also earned the respect
of Utah’s officers, being named as 2020’s Chief of
the Year. In his true humble nature, he’ll no doubt be
embarrassed I highlight his much-deserved honor.

Together, we have walked through the darkest hours:
strengthening the department after a challenging,
inherited police lawsuit; grieving the loss of our dear
Officer Shinners; weathering social unrest during a
pandemic and championing the need for a new public
safety building.
Some of our deepest conversations were had in the
middle of the night, all in the name of protecting our
citizens and keeping Provo safe. I love his honesty and

I have heard officers say the ultimate, “I would take
a bullet” for that person. I can honestly say, “I would
gladly take a bullet for him.” Chief Rich Ferguson is my
Chief, but more importantly, he is one of my closest
and trusted confidants.
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Meet the 2021 Mayoral &
City Council Candidates

PROVO CITY NEIGHBORHOOD
REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

Administered by the Community and Neighborhood Services Department, funded through CDBG, the
Neighborhood Revitalization Program focuses on uplifting neighborhoods for the benefit of all who live there.
Projects may include curb, gutter and sidewalk replacement, residential façade repair, landscaping,
neighborhood cleanup, parks/equipment, murals, safety crossing, pathways/lighting, and ADA accessibility.
The project must be in a CDBG-eligible neighborhood and/or applicants must income qualify.
For more information, please contact Cindy Sweeten at 801-852-6176 or csweeten@provo.org, or check out the
website www.provo.org/neighborhoodre
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MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
Provo’s Neighborhood Program Needs You!

You live in one of Provo’s 34 neighborhoods. Do you
know which one? Visit Neighborhood.provo.org to
enter your address and find out. Each neighborhood
has a Neighborhood Chair who shares information
between residents and City leaders, conducts
neighborhood meetings, and helps coordinate
with the neighborhood on its needs. Attending
neighborhood meetings or becoming a Neighborhood
Chair is a great way to help your community. Please
join us in keeping Provo strong!

Making Your Voice Heard, Getting Involved

Are you interested in an item on the Provo City
Council agenda or want to suggest an item for a
future agenda? You can contact all seven Councilors
by emailing them at council@provo.org or you can
contact them individually (email and phone numbers
listed on Provo.org). Council meetings are streamed
live on YouTube and Facebook or you can attend in
person. Videos of past meetings are available
on the Council’s YouTube channel and
provide insight on the budget and
legislative decisions.
More information on
interacting with the Provo
ity Council can be found
at bit.ly/councilvoice

Camp Fire Safety
Recreational campfires are allowed in improved fire rings in
Provo City parks and your yard with the following rules:
• Cannot exceed 3 feet in diameter and 3
feet in height
• It is not a nuisance to your neighbors
• Burn only dry, clean, natural materials
• No garbage, tires, oil, yard waste, or
construction materials
• Only burn on a green air quality day
• Keep campfires 25 feet away from
structures

• Use of improved barbecue pits or portable
outdoor fire pits must be a minimum of
15 feet from a structure
• Have a water source handy
• Fires must not be left unattended
• Keep children and pets away from
campfires
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Pioneer Village
The Sons of Utah Pioneers Village is open! Come visit us at 600 North 500 West in Provo. Our summer hours are Monday,
Wednesday, Friday 5:00pm-8:00pm and Saturday 11:00am-3:00pm. Cost is FREE; donations are welcome. The Village offers a
unique experience of what it would have been like to be a pioneer settler in early Provo. Visitors learn how Pioneers ate, dressed,
worked, created, and played. We have many original houses and structures, as well as artifacts and tools. Come see our real
blacksmith, take a “Sound Box” tour (English and Española), Scavenger Hunt, Pioneer games, and more. There’s always something fun
for everyone at the Pioneer Village! Large group tours are also available upon request. For all the latest information follow us on
facebook or visit our website http://www.provopioneervillage.org/

PROVO CAPS

Provo City School District is pleased to announce a new program for high
school juniors and seniors. The Provo Center for Advanced Professional
Studies (CAPS) will open its doors at the NuSkin High-Rise/Innovation
Center in August 2021.
Provo CAPS engages students in real projects submitted by local businesses
in one of the following areas:
• Business, Marketing and Entrepreneurship
• Digital Design and Software Development
• Engineering and Industrial Design
• Medicine and Health Science
Provo CAPS is actively seeking businesses and community members that
would like to partner with the Provo CAPS program by submitting a project
or serving as a mentor to students.
For additional information, contact Jan Jardine at janj@provo.edu.
Provo CAPS website: provocaps.yourcapsnetwork.org
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Provo is
Safe and Sound

Our Emergency Operations Center (EOC) serves as the central command and control facility in
an emergency. Relocated several times, its permanent home will now be strategically located
between Police and Fire Administration in the future Provo City Hall, currently under construction
and scheduled to open June 2022.

SAFETY BENEFITS
COLLABORATION

TRAINING

The Public Safety team will have a central
location for faster, more efficient response
times.

When not in use for emergencies, it will be
used for training and preparation for possible
community emergencies.

MONITORING

RESPONDING

A wall-sized video board will allow the EOC
team to monitor the emergency status from all
perspectives making quick life-saving decisions
more possible.

The EOC and Public Safety spaces are designed
to be operational during the most difficult
emergency scenarios with earthquake resistant
structure and backup power.

We are prepared to serve you when you need us most.
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